
  
 

 
 

Einstein's Body Shop Lecture. 

Short. 

 
by the Time Traveler in the Mirror. 

Part and parcel of language training is by presenting standards by which 

language is effected against some very bad example of its violation. For the 
young, the worse the example, the more easily they can see that there is not 

an identity between the standard and the example. However, when the number 

of bad examples is very great, one may be swept away. It is therefore advisable 

to take ones examples not only great but also simple for the very young. The 

standard is that by which we tender a measurement. The child is learning the 

art of mensuration and the standard unit is the image, or definition. Does the 
subject equal the predicate pair? One does not tell them to learn it by 

measuring the World Trade Centre, especially when it has been reduced to a 

pile of rubble by just another beast.  

Currently some men believe that the statement the Judeo-Christian 

Scripture is sealed to man's understanding is a statement about a particular 
written work, when in fact, it was a statement that mankind, as a whole, is 

linguistically dysfunctional. That man lacks judgment. Therefore, it is rather 

silly to imagine that only the scripture requires attention. The beam is in one's 

own eye.  

Almost every statement in Einstein's lecture expresses a violation of 

language, it is composed of one misconception after another. One may 
construct a very large work listing all of the violations. However, based upon 

the very first sentence, one can destroy the whole of it. Still, one can use the 

entire work, as exercise, just like the Scripture, to try and excise all the faults 

in ourselves.  

 

Once upon a time, a funny looking man, had a lecture to tender at 
a body shop. Einstein got up early in the morning, and, without 
getting dressed, stood in front of a mirror in just his boxer shorts to 

practice his speech.  

 
"Must always be prepared."  

 
said Einstein to his reflection in the mirror.  

 
"So right you are, old man."  

 

replied his reflection.  



 
Einstein was a bit startled and shook his hairy head a bit.  

 
"I must not be fully awake." 

 
he exclaimed.  

 

"Oh,  

 
replied the mirror,  

 
"I hope you are, we are all in attendance to hear your speech."  

 
Einstein looked more closely at his reflection,  

 

"We?  

 

asked Einstein,  

 
"Just who are we?"  

 
"Oh, so right you are! How rude of us."  

 

replied the reflection in the mirror.  

 

"We forgot to introduce ourselves."  

 
At this point his audience introduced itself.  

 
"I am the dietician."  

 

"I am the technician." 

 

"Well, I am the trainer."  

 
"I am the cartographer."  

 
"I am the gymnast."  



 
"I am the pediatrician." 

 
"and I,"  

 
replied the first voice from the mirror,  

 

"am the time traveler."  

 
"Time traveler you say!"  

 
exclaimed Einstein,  

 
"Now that is my specialty. I am pleased to meet you all. But, you 

will have to excuse me, no matter how hard I look, I cannot see any 

of you." 

 

"Oh, you do see us,"  

 
growled the dietician.  

 
"I am sorry, but I really do not."  

 

"That is okay, wait a little longer, you will, and probably before 
lunch."  

 
replied the trainer,  

 

"We are quite use to not being seen. We, however, always see you." 

 
"I am not easy,"  

 
said Einstein,  

 
"at this non symmetrical relationship."  

 

"Oh, rest assured,"  

 



said the gymnast,  

 

"so are we. " 

 

The time traveler interjected.  

 
"Well man, we are eager to hear your speech." 

 
Einstein cleared his throat and began. 

 

"One reason why mathematics enjoys special esteem, above all 
other sciences, is that its laws are absolutely certain and 

indisputable, while those of all other sciences are to some extent 
debatable and in constant danger of being overthrown by newly 
discovered facts."  

 
The technician dropped her hammer, as if startled.  

 
"Is there something wrong?" 

 

Enquired Einstein.  

 
"Well, I would hate to be rude." 

 
"No, tell me what you think, please."  

 
"If you insist."  

 

"I do!" 

 
"Do we record laws in mathematics?" 

 
"At this point the pediatrician cut in."  

 
"Are you sure you want to pursue this?" 

 

"I don't see the harm in it." 

 



replied the technician. 

 

whereupon the trainer said, 

 

"He may grow faint, and then we will miss our speech!" 

 
"Wait just a moment, what are you all talking about? Tell me, I 

insist, what is wrong? I see nothing wrong, and yes, we do record 
laws in mathematics. Certainly we do."  

 

The cartographer then took over.  

 

"What do you see when you look into this mirror?"  

 
"Why I see myself, of course."  

 
"Do you? Or do you see an image of yourself?" 

 
"Insignificant semantics, I cede your point."  

 

"Then let us seed your mind."  

 
"Is that suppose to be a joke?"  

 
"Not at all. It is a tragedy of life."  

 
The pediatrician stepped in. 

 

"If the mirror were scratched or bent, cracked, what would you 
see?"  

 

"I would still see me, but maybe not quite so well."  

 

"And,"  

 
continued the cartographer. 

 
"If a picture was painted over the mirror, what would you see?"  



 
"I would see the picture painted."  

 
"But you would not see yourself?"  

 
"Probably not. So, what are you getting at?"  

 

here, the dietician spoke to the time traveler.  

 
"I don't believe he is hungry." 

 
The time traveler, responded.  

 
"You are probably right."  

 

The gymnast then asked.  

 

"If you stood in front of a dozen, or a hundred different mirrors, 
what would you see?"  

 

"Why, that is a silly question, I would see me of course."  

 
The cartographer then asked. 

 
"Is the image you see, of you or is it of the mirror?"  

 
"The image is of me. So please get to the point." 

 

"The image you see, is always of you?"  

 
"I have admitted that, yes."  

 
The pediatrician could not contain herself. She had dreams of one 

day delivering a child.  

 
"Then, by your own admission, there are no laws of mathematics, 

there are no laws of grammar, there are no laws of geometry, nor of 
algebra, nor of higher mathematics."  



 
"I do not follow." 

 
The time traveler cut in. 

 
"Does a name add to or subtract from that which it denotes? And 

does how one add and subtract names, or manipulate names ever 

change what is named? And, would language be any use at all, if 
instead of being a mirror of the environment, we, instead, were 
simply looking at paint over that image?"  

 
The trainer spoke next. 

 
"Language is a mirror, otherwise, all you see is a graven image."  

 

Einstein went to the dresser upon which was his pipe and tobacco. 
He tuffed his pipe, but it was so hard, it would not light and he put 

it down.  

 
"If you do not know the first principle of language, of judgment, 

and do not comply with the first principle of language, of judgment, 
that predication is the inverse function of abstraction, then all you 
can do, is speak and think very dark and scary things. This is true 

for any language system, common grammar, arithmetic, algebra, 
geometry, any one at all. As the environment is one, no matter 

which language you choose, they always must say, if they are a 
language, one and the same thing. If you do not know, nor can 
comply, with the very first principle of language, how do you expect 

your very first sentence to be anything more than a monster story?"  

 
 

"And I thought it was just a story that Goliath was slain by a single 
pebble between his eyes."  

 
Einstein paused to reflect.  

 

 
"Then why did you want to hear my speech, if all I speak is non-

sense?"  

 



"We love modern abstract art. It is very pretty. Please, please, 
please, continue your speech. We are incapable of your art. And so 

love watching a horror show now and then."  

 

Einstein went back to the mirror and started where he left off. His 
audience remained silent until the end of his story. The technician 
did not have any other tools in her hand to drop from fright and 

startle the old man.  

 
 

In spite of this,  

 

Began Einstein once again and he continued uninterrupted until 
the end. 

 

 My only aim to-day has been to show that the human faculty of 
visualisation is by no means bound to capitulate to non-Euclidean 

geometry.  

 
 

Einstein paused  

 
Wow, that was really scary! 

 
Certainly was! So many scary monsters. Whew! 

 
After listening to the delights of horror from the body shop, 

Einstein asked.  

 
Mathematics is not a science is it?  

 

The technician answered 

 

Science only denotes areas of study, not the language the results 
of the study are recorded in. Only silly people talk of laws of 
mathematics or laws of grammar, as if they meant derived from the 

language itself. That is not a mirror, nor is it a light bulb! To speak 
correctly, one should say a law in mathematics, meaning only the 

language an image is recorded in. It was, however, a very nice title, 
GEOMETRY AND EXPERIENCE." 



 
Here the gymnast interjected.  

 
Thinking and speaking as if Laws are derived from language is one 

of the most fundamental violations of judgment possible. Relation 
to self is inadmissible, or again, it is a self referential fallacy.  

 

The dietician was beside herself with excitement.  

 
"That was a wonderful horror story, I quickly lost count of all the 

violations of language, of reasoning it contained. It was a very 
horrible battleground of the image. A wonderful horror story indeed! 

And a very good one too!" 

 
To this the entire body shop agreed.  

 
"I cannot imagine what you would have told me about the rest of 

the story." 

 
"Unlike you, we would simply have said the same thing."  

 
Einstein muttered, 

 

"Of course you would. By the way, what did you mean when you 
said, Predication is the inverse function of abstraction, I do not 

believe that I have ever heard that Law before."  

 
Then the trainer spoke up. 

 
"Sure you have. We tell it to you constantly. You have also heard it 

in the metaphors, Learning is by experience. And in, We testify to 

what we have seen, and speak of what we have known. And, in the 
Commandment, You shall have no other gods before me. And again, 

as God is Truth. Or again, Do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you. The Law of Reciprocity. And even, For every action, 
there is an opposite and equal reaction. They all mean the same 

thing. That the foundation of judgment is in the Image. I AM THAT I 
AM. 

 
Einstein looked down at his feet and just stood there. He began to 

realize the truth of it, the horror of his own speech.  



 
For every action, there is an opposite and equal reaction. I guess 

my mind was not as receptive as I thought. Perhaps, just perhaps, I 
should rename the speech, GEOMETRY WITHOUT EXPERIENCE. I 

AM NOT. 

  
The stone had hit its mark. He then turned to leave the room, 

leaving his pipe on the dresser and went to buy a pack of cigarettes. 
The pit was just too deep to imagine. From the depths of Einstein's 
memory came an echo of long ago.  

Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this 

people, even a marvelous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of wise 
men shall perish, and the understanding of prudent men shall be hid. 

Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the LORD, 

and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who sees us? and who 

knows us? Surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed 

as the potter's clay: for shall the work say of him that made it, He 

made me not? or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, He 
had no understanding? 

Goliath was a giant warrior, and, even though the pebble was 

resting firmly between his eyes, the mark upon this beast, still he 
remained standing unaware he was falling.  

  

 


